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AllkllNISTRATlON

To the Cliiefs ancl All People j.n lJtirik Atoll.- ——. .—— —.

YOUY le~~cr ~0 p[r. Roger Ray, datecl July lC~6, has besll Kecci.ved

by thi~ office. I wish to thank you for sen?,:ingthis l.ctter
and bringi.og your vie~qs to my attention. I l~ave carefully

considered your viev:s, as presented in your letter, and appreciate
the opportunity to answer your thoughtful q~les.~ions.
.,

Even today, there are many facts about radiztion that zrc not

known, despite the large numbc~ of scientists that hzx’c studied

this subject for more than 30 years. Even less 17=s l:fiOi711 about
rCtdiatiOll in ~$)5~1at the time Of the E’XpOSLLL-2.Of the pCOp].C on

Rongelap and Utirik. Based on al]. ~T~~ilab?L~ knowlcd:c on

radiation at that tj.m.e,and using their besh. juclp,rwnt,tile

P.merican cloctors est:ilnateclthat: the people of Utiri.lc{;cre exposed

to only a small amount of racliati.on. Hence, tlleze 1.12Sgeneral

a~reemen~ ar,longthe doctors and they told t!:c U~j.rj.!<p~c.[>1.cthat

they wou~d not, in the future, show any ill c:ffects ca~!sed by

radi.ati.on. Also , the rel.ativcl.ylow l.evelf;cIf lTilClflL~ti.i3il at Uti]-i.k
soon diminichcd suffi.cj.cntl.y to permit the people Lo rct[Irn to

their aLo].].before’some of the o[hcr populations. F.On~(-;.lrIp,on

the ot;lcr hancl, was more heavily contr.mi.r~t?[;c:i\7i.Lhradioactivity

so th~ peopl.c of thib isl;~nd lI;I(Ito liVC C]:Ci.;!)CIC [01: i!bOLlt,

,., .tllrce,y,earsbc~~re t-hey COL1lCIreturn t.o tllej.rI]omes,:,.> ,, ,.:
.’ ,,...,. ..!.,:, ., ,,. . . ..,.’. .. ... ... . .. . ..

,>’! ..-. ‘.. , .:,: .. . . .-, :.,. .... .
! ... : . .

TI) r’ei~i.6vj”np;tl)c”ilata”Ellat led t.”oL.’ne”cbncl.ti:;iontli”C’L’ Eil(., ULirik ‘ “’ ~
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Cli.seasc!from exposure> indicating that their C>:}>O.%lil-Cmust llnvc

been considmrabl,y less tl~an the people of RonSela~ Island. Tilere

is one exception, however, and that relates to t]~?rildinticn dose

to the chilclrcn)s tllyroiclr;hicl~I shall address I.lCcr in t!]is

letter.

Following the return to tl~e island, it I,ISSdec~.(!;~.cithat c.ontinucd

medical examinations of t-he exposed ~)~~cp]eof LT[”irikk~ere.to be

done. Such exan~ir.aLions t:ere conduct.efiat re~ul.;;rinte-rv:~l:;LO

as”sul-cthat they h~d rot been harmed, Examinations were (icnc
in 1957, 1959, 1963, 1966, 1969, 1972 cnd 1975. Ij\ll-ingLi]c I)~St

six years, thyroid exan)i~lationswere done ancl sic.!.calls v.IeI-c

held every year in addition Lo complete physicz]. e:<aminations.

Also, for the past several years, Amcrj-can doctc)rs ]~ave vi~’Lt,Zd

Utirik every three months.

..
In addition to examinin~ the p,eoplc ~:ho have been e>:pose~!to

radiation, the doctors selected a control. grou!: so that- Ll:sy could

compare the health of exposed and non-e:<posecl people. Tlljs ccntrol

group consists of unexposed people from Rongel:;p :JF.<is coosi.dered

quj.te adequate for comparison with rhe exposccl }):~opl~of bcth,

Ronge.lap and Utirik. The slj.ght E~l_i(?l-~c differl::lcebet~:c.e.nLlle
two populations was not considered a s,lff”icier,t .-~~.:lsonto cclect

a separate control group for Utiri.k.

. . .. .. ,’ As’”.Isold earlier in”this I.eLterj nr.~y facts aboi[t rad.i.~t~on I ,. .,.. .,
were not kl~own back in 195(; but t~~c,bc.scava~l:’.!,lc

,, ,,..
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is not surprisill~ tl)at, with the information then available, thyroid

di.scrsc was not e;:pccteclin tl~c Utirik people. Even more important

is tlu~t only \7cry recently information became avai].able from several

so~~rC~f;tl~at L1lQ thyroid [;la~ld,especially in children, is considerably
more f,tvsitive to radiation t~MIl was anticipated in 1954. Taking ->;7”

Lhesc fr.ctors to~cl-l:er,TJC! hclieve now, many years ],atcr, that the

thyrojd cancers in the Utirik people were probably caused by radiation. ..:,

At Ll?js ti.mc wc cre not able to predict whether more cases arc to

be expucted in L1lC Qxposed members of tileUtirik popul.ntion. It is,
therufclre, of the ~reatest importance Lllat the rc~ular medical
exam.in;:tionsbc continued in the future. By having regular medical
examinations , si~,ns of thyroj.d disease can be cletectcd early and
prompt treatment will avoid unnecessary suffering on the part of

the Utirik pcopl.e.

FOL- these reasons, I believe it is of great importance that the
Ieadcrs of the people of Utirik cxplai.n to their people the purpose

ancl the i.mportancc of the rezular medical examinations.

Mal”lypeep].e li.via~ in the Kars[lall Islands District suffer from

diabetes. Durins the visits, the doctors from ERDA have tried to

learn more about this cliseasc so that they could better treat
the pcc~pl.e. I;ot all doctors agree about the kinds of ir.eclicineto
be used for treatment. I feel. confident tl~at tl>e trcatr~ent used
by Er. Fnud.sen, apcl as reccmmcndcd by an expert in this disease,

will. benefit the Utirik ]]copl.ethat suffer from this disease.

Wi.t.11rc~,ard to your concern AbOIIt the arrotj-root-plants, I have

no r’c:!:;onto bcl.ic\~c that tl]e reduced sj.ze of the plants is caused
by radiation. I sdy this because from what is knov:n about radiation

1
/ effects in plrlnts, the levels of radi.atiollon Utirik are far too

, low to cause pl:illt clama~c.

.,.... . .. .. .. Coll(lucl:i-llg,tl:cmtidi.cal ,examinations and treating .people.o,f th~ ... ,.,,. .,..
isl~]~!ci~,J/l]cnC~?cr~~c’c’&sa]~Y,}~a$i

.:..’...“. ..
. . ,been”laigeiy” in.the liancis~of Urs”: ,Cona’rcl

and 1L12u{!sen,
..

a~ld during tl~e j)ast year, Dr. Kotrady. ‘on Pan}’ occasions ,

expert me.dic:?l.:ldvice, was invited ~rom L]IC best doctors in the field,.. . .. . .. ..
many oil Wh@~l a:; YOU l’cno~jp.]rticj.pa’tcclin’ the’ actual me:]icil exa~.inations. “. “.

. ,1,~ is,my bcl.icf tll~,tDrs. Conard, Knudsel) and Kotra,dy ;?rc very capable, .,,.,,
[,:”’;::, ;:: ,’,,and ~~!lf;~~Unfi&’lJS,{loCtOr~ “I;l)o fl’~e ‘C]cep]y”cor,lilitted Ilo’the h“calt’h’”ancl ‘“”~“ “,.

,“.. w.cl~t~rc”of tlI~.,pcI.(j!J,l(2,.of[},t.i,.~ik..;l’!oreov~~,,tile,report b!; the ~p~ci,a~ , “., ..... ..:.,. .,....
1 .,’ ioi’~;b(i’[)y’iiie’’~oo~];q,::<””‘“-’,’-“:‘“” ““-0Jn!I+”[!-L~/:.6iI .m)l;~c’i~”pqiiclU,Lij’iIcJwlli.”cli,I!as’. .,“ :of.l,[.i.c.ro~lcsi;,,,[~as.,~,eneral].yfavorable with r,c~arcl“Lo the e~.al[~inati~ns;.,
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1 In lr.ic~~of tli~s , I.am greatly Surprj.sccl to learn about the apparent

! d.~sp],e:~.~llz~ur~ the pa~t of tllc people of Utirik as expressed i.n

/ you]. let(.cr nr,clmore rcccnt].y about your request that Dr. Knudsen
l.cave ye:);-islancl. A possible explanation for this di.ffercnce in

,
the fecli:~~,sfor Drs. Conard and Knlldsen may be a rnisucderstanciing

I On the IJv,titof yo-~r pcop].e as to the role and reasons for these

c{ec.torstc,t:cr.eto t}le islancls. I would like to repeat that it isI
! my firm conviction that Lhc principal coi)cern of Drs. Conard and
I Knlldsen is LIICI.:elfareand well-being of all of the people !:hom

thky vi.sj.t. Some n~isL11~6erst:,ndi.ngcould result beceuse of the
diff~rencc ]jcLween our lanEuages. Again, I wou].d appeal to your
Ieade.rs!)ip,~n.dyour ~eache.rs to in~p~ess upon those who had the

misfortll~~e to be exposed t~ radiation the importance of the medical

cxaninat.iocs . 01~1.ythen can you and I be assured that they vill
continue to receive the best medical. care and treatr,ent that we
are abl.c to pyovi.de.

/

‘1’o&cthcrr71.::ht-his letter I am sendin~ you a copy of “A Twenty-Year

Review 01 I:edi.calFindin~s in a Marshallese Population F.ccidentally

Exposed to 17.aciioactivcl?allcut.” This report contains the data

co].le.ctcdd,:i:ingthe period from 1954 to 1975 as well as more

detailed ill~arma~ion of the finclin~s in the past five years. The

findirt~s in tt!is report al:e of gxcat importance in that they l~ave
h~l~jcd ~~1(~~:~i~n~i~t in Lheir und~rstafiding of tl>e.effects Of

radiation. Co.llecti;]gtile i.nformati.on in this report l~a.sonly

hccn possi51c throuCh co~~tinueclcoapcration from you and youl- people.

I !lfilltyou L(3\:~o~.~tl;~t tl~i~ contrj.bLlticll by yOLI and your peOp~e

lI:ISl)clpcd t.lIcI:el.-1 bej.ng of all people in the ~<orld.
,

I I reflret dt,cply that I.cannot attend this meeting. Instead, I

ha~’e dskud UK. k?il.lit:inEulr,1 my Deputy, to read this Ictter.
I ,..,., ,Ple.~lsccoi~<~~ my very best ~~ishes to the, people of Utirik... ‘. . . ,,, ...,,
!’ ........ ...’ ,-.’,.,.,. ....,.....‘. .
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